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Confimissloner for Patents 

In response to Applicant's election with traverse, the examiner seeks clarification. In Applicant's Remarks, Applicant argues that the 
subject matter of the claims of the restricted groups are "not distinct". If AppHcant's arguments are interpreted to mean that Applicnat 
argues that the subject matter of the claims of the restricted groups are not patentably distinct over each other, then the Examiner 
concedes that restriction is not proper. Clarification of Applicnat's use of the term "distinct" is therefore requested. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should be directed to Steven B. McAllister 
whose telephone number is 571-272-6785. The examiner can normally be reached on M-Th 8-6:30. 

A shortened statory period for reply is set to expire 1 month or thirty (30) days, whichever is longer, from the mailing date of this 
communication. Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be 
timely filed after six (6) months from the mailing date of this communication. 

Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become abandoned (35 U.S.C. 
133). 
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